Grace Episcopal Church 

Daily Bible Reading - Read the Bible in One Year 

Sunday Reflections: Sunday, March 2, 2014, 9:10 am - 9:40 am 

Session Today: 

Prayer 

Blessed are you O Lord our God, Creator of the Universe, (pause) 
We sometimes get into ruts, and repeat things we ought not to do. 
Have us reflect on your Word, 

That shows the many times you constantly come to us and your people, 
To create relationship, life, and peace. 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen 

Thoughts, Reflections, Insights, Questions of readings to date: Day 54 - Day 60 

Readings: 

2/23 54 Joshua 12:1 - 17:18 

2/24 55 Joshua 18:1 -24:33 

2/25 56 Judges 1:1 -3:6 

2/26 57 Judges 3:7 - 5:31 

2/27 58 Judges 6:1 - 8:35 

2/28 59 Judges 9:1 -12:15 

3/1 60 Judges 13:1 - 16:31 

Stream or Thoughts on the text: 

54: Kings defeated; dividing the land; boundaries 

55: Meeting at Shiloh; live in the Lord; descriptions of boundaries, renewal of covenant 

56: conquest of Judah; angel at Bochim; judgment for not getting rid of Canaanites, summary 

57: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah and song, and the land lay rest for . . . 

58: Gideon, commission and asking for signs, destroyed baal, dewy fleece, declined to be king 

59: Abimelech - brief and bloody rule, Jotham fable, General Jephthah - sacrifice of daughter 

60: Samson —interesting life. 

Prayer 

+++ 

Thoughts from others: 

From Oxford Annotated Bible, 4 th ed. 

Judges tells about rulers, military leaders, lone warriors, other on a mission from God. 
Takes in the time frame from the conquest to the monarchy. 

Could have been compiled by Deuteronomistic editors in late seventh and sixth century. 
Book is in 3 parts: 

• Introduction of Judges (1:1-3:6) 

• Activities of Judges (3:16-16:31) 

• Conquest, rape, civil war (chapters 17-21) 
Discusses God action in history and God's kingship. 

From www.jesusplusnothing.com : 

Judges 2:18-19 'Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of 
their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion on them as they groaned under those who 
oppressed and afflicted them. But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their 



fathers, following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn 
ways. ' 

In these two verses we find the pattern for the entire book - a pattern of sin, bondage and repentance that would last for 
nearly 350 years (around 1380 to 1050 BC). The following table 111 shows how this was repeated over and over... 



Enemy 


Years of 
Bondage 


Judge 


Deliverance and 
Rest 


Scripture 


Mesopotamia 


8 


Othniel 


40 


3:7-11 


Moab 


18 


Ehud 


80 


3:12-31 


Canaan 


20 


Deborah 


40 


4:1-5:31 


Midian 


7 


Gideon 


40 


6:1-8:28 


Ammon 


18 


Jephthah 


6 


10:6-12:7 


Philistia 


40 


Samson 


20 


13:1-16:31 



Check out: New Oxford Bible, 4 f Edition, notes on Historical Books & Judges 

Text: The NRSV Daily Bible, HarperCollins Publishers, © 2012, ISBN 9780062008466 or Bible of your 
choice. Notebook or Journal or Notes in Bible. Dave's notes, reflection, background, etc. 



Blog site http://gracefullbible.com 



